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Abstract 

 In megacities such as Delhi and Mumbai - and within one of 
the fastest growing cities within the world, Ahmedabad - more 
than 50% of the population live in informal urban settlements. 
3x4 metres is the plot size seen to be provided in some 
resettlement colonies, a government initiative which relocates 
people within informal inner-city settlements to vacant land on 
the periphery. In a collaboration between Professor Paul Sermon 
at the University of Brighton, Dr Claire McAndrew at The 
Bartlett, UCL, Swati Janu a Delhi-based Architect and 
photographer Vivek Muthuramalingam from Bangalore, 3x4 
looks at informal settlements differently where informality is not 
viewed as a problem, but a promising new model of urbanism for 
the global south. 3x4 uses an immersive telematic networked 
environment to provide a playful, sensorial exploration of new 
hybrids of digital space. Merging two 3x4 metre room 
installations in Delhi and London through mixed-reality, this 
transnational dialogue intends to set an aspiration for developing 
metaspace platforms in megacities of the global south. It builds 
upon practice-based research conducted as UnBox LABS 2014 
Fellows in Ahmedabad, India; which used an immersive 
installation to explore the qualities and values built through self-
organised communities that are lost in the resettlement process. 
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 Introduction  to UnBox LABS 

 3x4 is an AHRC funded research project that seeks to 
identify a future cities metaspace, with a view to 
connecting communities and contributing to dialogue on 
informality in the global south; ÔinformalityÕ in the context 
of this project refers to anything that does not fall within 
the purview and planning of the civic authorities. It is the 
component of the city that is not formal i.e. organized and 
planned, and consequently considered illegal. The project 
offers an alternative way of seeing informal settlements 
that prefaces their ingenuity in the face of adversity, over 
their illegitimate status. Such a perspective becomes 
necessary as informality gives rise to a new type of 
urbanism, one that is fuelling the growth of megacities in 
the global south and redefining temporal narratives of 
progress. 
 With an interdisciplinary team of researchers and 
creative practitioners, 3x4 seeks to embrace the informality 

of the global south and re-imagine new hybrid platforms. 
Through creative practice we have used the 3x4 metre 
resettlement plot size as an interface to identify an 
alternative metaspace platform. This initial 3x4 project 
concept was arrived at through our collaborative 
participation at the UnBox LABS Future Cities workshop 
at the National Institute of Design in Ahmedabad, March 
2014. [1] Our interdisciplinary range of subject specialisms 
and practices were first brought together and explored in a 
scoping project that culminated in the development of a 
prototype video installation, consisting of a 3x4 metre 
muslin-covered bamboo structure (see fig. 1) exhibited at 
UnBox LABS. [2] This installation incorporated video 
projections of images and quotes sourced directly from 
informal settlements and their inhabitants, focusing on the 
role of networked technologies within these communities. 
The combination of the 3x4 plot size and verbatim 
comments clarified an opportune sense of informality and 
signalled the need to further explore new systems of 
communication within future cities of the global south.  
  

 
Figure 1. Bamboo structure for 3x4 scoping project installation at 
UnBox LABS 2014. ©Sermon, P., McAndrew, C., Janu, S. 

3x4 Research Context 

 We now stand at the fulcrum of urbanisation with 55% 
of IndiaÕs population expected to be living in cities by 
2050. [3] Millions in the global south are leaving their 
rural homes in a mass movement toward the cities as they 
hope for a better life. [4] As cities swell under this surge of 
migration, informal settlements are proliferating to 
accommodate for the large numbers that are unable to find 
affordable housing. Viewing them as eyesores without 








